Inwood Garden
LINDSAY & IRVINE MORRISON
This story begins in autumn 1983. We had decided to build a house on a half-acre
plot set among trees at the edge of the Carberry Estate near our family candle
making business. All our energies were concentrated on the house; the garden was
an afterthought. How things have changed over the last 25 years! Once the house
was completed we began to think of what its surroundings might look like. This was
a blank canvas or more accurately a grass field with a solitary donkey.
We removed the weedy surface layer, spread around 110 tons of topsoil to correct
levels and sowed grass seed. We had no boundary fences at that time and our first
beds were laid out using a hose for an outline and cutting the turf. Grass paths were
made wide enough to be cut using a ride-on mower; we never anticipated how useful
this would be when we came to open the garden to the public. Gradually beds were
enlarged and other features added.The first pond was dug in 1996. It has since been
widened twice. By 1991 we decided we needed more ground and bought a further
half acre in 1992. This seemed the time to enclose the garden from marauding
rabbits and deer and so a chicken wire fence was erected to a height of 3ft and
further extended for deer to 5ft the following year.
Inspiration
The south-west facing site is sheltered though shaded especially in winter.We always
liked the idea of mixed borders mainly as a growing knowledge of and enthusiasm
for plants led to more acquisitions and the need to squeeze plants in. The writings
of Christopher Lloyd were an inspiration with his Great Dixter borders and we
followed his methods of trying out relatively exotic plants such as bananas and
ginger lilies in among hardy subjects.
In 1998 the garden was featured on TV on The Beechgrove Garden. This generated
lots of interest and people began asking to visit so in 2002 LM decided to give up
work in a bank to combine gardening with a small bed and breakfast venture geared
to garden lovers. Inwood has been listed in the Good Gardens Guide since 2003 and
we have supported Scotland’s Gardens Scheme since 1998.The Royal Horticultural
Society invited us to become one of their Recommended Gardens in 2003. Our aim
has been to create a relatively small garden using a range and variety of plants not
often found in Scotland.

Opposite:The entrance to Inwood. © L. Morrison
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The plants
The approach to the garden is through a small grove of oaks and Scots pines. The
visitor is then greeted by some of the many pots that we use. Depending on the
season these may have tulips and daffodils or begonias such as ‘Flamboyant’ and
Triphylla fuchsias. Some pots are quite large with permanent planting for foliage
effect such as Phormium cvs., Furcraea longaeva, Beschorneria yuccoides and bamboos.
Other pots are only outside for the summer including a variety of cacti, succulents
and forms of Agave, Abutilon and Agapanthus. A narrow bed by the house also has
bedding often using plants such as Solenostemon (Coleus) to give an exotic feel in
summer. More exotic effect comes from three plants from Eastern Asia: loquat
Eriobotrya japonica, Fatsia japonica and the hardy begonia B. grandis.
As this is written late in 2009 the garden has 15 main beds.The first one to greet the
visitor is the exotic bed at the front of the house which is filled with late summer
colour from dahlias, cannas, and begonias complemented with big leaves from
Paulownia tomentosa,Trachycarpus fortunei,Aruncus dioicus and some tall grasses such
as Arundo donax and Miscanthus sinensis ‘Malepartus’.
Moving through the garden gate the gable end of the house to the right is covered
with the rose ‘Blush Rambler’, a fine sight in full bloom in July. Other ramblers
scramble along posts and chains to the left and the path leads past a large mixed bed
with the trees Prunus x yedoensis and Laburnum x watereri ‘Vossii’, which bloom in

April and May respectively. More recently, to replace a flowered bamboo, another
small tree Hoheria glabrata has been added. Shrubs such as Cotinus coggygria ‘Grace’
and ‘Royal Purple’ provide a foil for the many perennials which come and go
through the season and a large Hydrangea macrophylla ‘Blue Wave’ carries the colour
through to the season’s end. In many of these beds large plantings of tulips provide
spring colour, the choice of cultivars linked to the predominant colours of the
permanent plants in the bed. Crimson and dark red tulips are used among the
Cotinus and also harmonise and contrast with plants such as Ranunculus aconitifolius
‘Flore Pleno’, Euphorbia palustris and Geum rivale ‘Leonard’s Variety’.
Turning the corner you meet a 20 foot Cornus controversa ‘Variegata’. Otherwise
known as the wedding cake tree because of the layered braches, this slow growing
tree is beautiful at all seasons but especially in early summer when it erupts into a
white froth of flower over the cream and pale green variegated leaves. The imposing
spikes of Veratrum californicum nearby contrast well with the horizontal layers of the
Cornus. This bed features orange and red tulips in spring. In the adjoining bed
Viburnum plicatum ‘Pink Beauty’ also flowers in early summer. A fine shrub, in our
view the best of the tribe, the white flowers fade to pink and some of them hang on.
Later in September the bush is studded with a fair number of bright scarlet berries.
This bed has more tulips but now we use purples and mauves. Another tall tree, a
birch with small golden leaves adds height while Prunus cerasifera ‘Pissardii’, with its
dark purple leaves, is a foil for the lighter colours of perennials such as phloxes and
hostas. A new addition is Amicia zygomeris, another tender Mexican shrub we are
trying outside with mulch this winter.

Rosa ‘Blush Rambler’ in July. © L. Morrison
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Curved beds and generous planting make the garden seem larger than it is. © R. Cox
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Sun and shade
A large oval south facing bed edged with box hedging provides a favourable spot for
sun lovers such as Paeonia lactiflora ‘Bowl of Beauty’, Campanula lactiflora
‘Pritchard’s Variety’ and Cirsium rivulare. It is underplanted with pink tulips. By
contrast a raised bed in the shade of the house designed for spring features several
small Acers with a large A. aureum, peonies, Spiraea japonica ‘Gold Flame’, two types
of Lathyrus and a range of spring plants including forms of Brunnera, Pulmonaria,
Cardamine and Erythronium as well as hostas. Needless to say there are tulips here
too, mainly in shades of yellow and cream.
Finally in this part of the garden is the top bed, currently cleared for replanting.This
leads to the archway and trellis, home to several viticella clematis. Nearby is the
pond. Though relatively small - too small to contain water lilies - it provides a
breeding place for frogs and newts as well as many invertebrates including the
aquatic stages of damsel and dragon flies. Dierama cvs.overhang the pond and
Astelia chathamica provides a backdrop.
The woodland
The path now leads into the woodland part of the garden which gives Inwood its
name. We have taken out some of the conifers - mainly hemlock and spruce - but
left some along with several birches and we have added trees such as a deodar

cedar and a swamp cypress. This part is a delight in spring and early summer with
carpets of wood anemones and snowdrops which are followed by narcissi and
muscari then Trillium and Smilacena amongst other woodland favourites. A
favourite, despite its brief flowering season, is Styrax japonicus, sometimes known
as the Snowbell Tree. Scented Loderi rhododendrons, with huge blooms of pink
and white, invite you sit in the arbour, enjoy the tranquillity of the surroundings
and the sounds of the forest behind you. One damp area is given over to a large
swathe of the bright green Matteuccia struthiopteris, the Shuttlecock Fern, and a
good stand of Rodgersia podyphylla. A holly is enlivened with Rosa ‘Scarlet Fire’
scrambling over it. Later roses such as ‘Cerise Bouquet’ and R. mulliganii clamber
up some of the hemlocks and blue, pink and white hydrangeas provide late
summer colour. Cedrus atlantica glauca and Prunus serrula, along with Acer
‘Sango-kaku’ syn. ‘Senkaki’ maintain interest through the winter.
Under glass
Returning by way of the glade the visitor comes to two greenhouses; a riot of colour
from July onwards. A circular house has double begonias surrounding a large Hare’sfoot Fern, Davallia canariensis. The main house has a streptocarpus collection, more
begonias and a small collection of Impatiens species including I. ugandensis, I. auricoma
and I. pseudoviola.There is also a conservatory which is more shaded. It holds a variety
of foliage begonias, with both rex-cultorum and shrub types, some specimen indoor
plants such as Colocasia esculenta ‘Black Magic’ and has a Chilean vine, Lapageria rosea,
trained up the back wall. All three structures provide winter protection for half hardy
plants in pots which have summered outside in the borders.

Planting and paving. © L. Morrison

32

Dieramas overhanging the pond. © L. Morrison
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The future
Future plans include experimenting with some conifers in the Japanese art of Niwaki
or cloud pruning and redesigning the top bed - the driest place in the garden due to
tree roots. Eryngium, Salvia and Dierama cvs., along with Stipa tenuissima,will be
included in the new mix of planting with Allium spp. for early summer and more
tulips for spring. The garden is still evolving in the light of experience and we
continue to think of more ways to accommodate more plants. We have removed one
or two more conifers to allow more light into the woodland floor and lifted the
canopy of the existing trees. Shrubs, plants and bulbs that have gone past their sellby date are usually given a new retirement home if they are suitable in the adjoining
woodland which gives the visitor an interesting extra dimension to explore.
Lindsay and Irvine Morrison, Inwood, Carberry, Musselburgh EH21 8PZ.
Irvine Morrison retired recently from a family business which had been at Carberry for
many years and was best known as the maker of Carberry candles. He has been responsible
for all the paving and other hard landscaping in the garden. A former Scottish champion
cyclist, in summer he is often seen driving a ride-on mower around Inwood. Besides
developing the garden at Inwood, Lindsay is President of Musselburgh Horticultural
Society and a past president of the South-East Scotland Fuchsia Society. The garden is
open on Tuesdays,Thursdays and Saturday afternoons from April to September and light
refreshments are available.
Cornus controversa ‘Variegata’. © L. Morrison

Tender plants are added to the beds once the danger of frost is past © L. Morrison

Part of the woodland © L. Morrison
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